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Celebrating Black History Month in the Ewing Schools! 
 
With February coming to an end, the “Good News” staff took a look back at some of the neat events and 
activities that took place in our schools to honor and celebrate Black History Month. 
 
We begin at Ewing High School, where students, led by social studies teacher Martine McGrath, spent the first 
two weeks of the semester reflecting on the many achievements, sacrifices and contributions of African-
Americans.     Students brainstormed and created visual imagery to reflect the positive values of those who 
sought to lift African-American voices and hearts over the last century.     Students researched and wrote 
testimonials to focus on the uniquely positive character of these leaders, artists and innovators.       
 

      
 
The beautiful display can be viewed in the stairwell just outside the Social Studies hallway.   

The ASYSST Program at Ewing High School offered a brief daily write up about a notable African American each 
day during the month of February.  The program also offered a thought provoking question: "What Does It 
Mean to Be Black in America?” to students.  On Wednesdays during the program’s lunch, participants would 
engage in a thoughtful and meaningful dialogue related to the prompt. 

In addition to a door-decorating and poster-design contest, On February 28th, Ewing High School hosted an Afro 
Arts Festival from 7-9pm in the Cafe/Sr. Cafe. At this event, attendees celebrated black history and culture 
with food, an arts display, and live performances of poetry and song. 
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Fisher Middle School: 
 
Over at Fisher Middle School, the Student Council held a donation drive on Tuesday, February 4th through 
Tuesday, February 11th in recognition of Martin Luther King Jr. Day and the National Day of Service.   FMS 
collected clothing (socks, hats, gloves), hygiene products (toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap), and non-perishable 
food items. Donations were given to the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.  
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Also at FMS, in honor of Black History Month, 7th grade students worked to create posters that celebrated 
influential individuals who have made contributions to the community. Students chose to highlight individuals 
ranging from artists and inventors to politicians and athletes, among many others. As a special treat, each poster 
was displayed in the 7th grade hallway, where not only students but teachers at FMS were invited to cast their 
votes to choose the top three posters.  

Coming in first place for his representation of Dr. Mae C. Jemison was Benjamin Magee; in second place, with 
their representation of Tupac Shakur, were Rofny Lopez Estrada and Therese Hawkins; and in third place, with 
their representation of Kobe Bryant, were Sofia Pataki and Kamari Zahir. Winners were announced on February 
21st at the Recognition Assembly, during which time Dr. Maggy Hanna presented each of them with an award. 

Pictures:  

             

1st place winner: Dr. Mae C. Jemison, by Ben Magee 

2nd place winner: Tupac Shakur, by Rofny Lopez Estrada and Therese Hawkins 

3rd place winner: Kobe Bryant, by Sofia Pataki and Kamari Zahir 
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(From left to right) Ben Magee, Dr. Hanna, Rofny Lopez Estrada, Therese Hawkins, Sofia Pataki, and Kamari Zahir 

 
Antheil School: 
 
Over at Antheil Elementary School, student representatives from each 3rd, 4th and 5th grade class presented 
over the PA system highlighting various civil rights activists and leaders in the African-American community. 
Students also heard messages of diversity and acceptance over the morning announcements. Themes and topics 
related to the achievements of Black Americans were infused throughout the curriculum into classroom 
activities.  
 
In the Antheil Media Center, fifth grade students read and learned about civil rights activists and in Technology 
class students watched a Brainpop Jr. Video about the work and contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Students then researched and wrote a biography about Dr. King and had the opportunity to share their work 
and their own thoughts and ideas. In addition, Antheil first graders performed their Living Museum 
Presentations at the Antheil Literary Festival.  
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Living Museum Presentation  

  
Lore School: 
 
Down past the airport and the golf course, students at Lore in kindergarten, first and second grades were awed 
by the storytelling of Charlotte Blake Alston, who presented her assembly titled Stories and Songs in the African 
Oral Tradition. Ms. Alston shared stories about the beliefs, mythology, cultural identity, history and shared 
community from throughout the continent of Africa. She introduced students to ancient tales and contemporary 
stories, using the djembe to engage students in her storytelling.  
 

 
 
On February 21st, Lore students in grades 3-5 celebrated Black History Month with the highly engaging 
performance group Soul Steps. Four artists worked collaboratively to merge African and African American 
history with contemporary dance. The performers explained the deep roots of “stepping” embedded in the 
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migrant labor culture of South African gold mines, wearing their gumboots to help students more clearly 
visualize and understand the historical significance of this kind of stepping. Time was also spent discussing the 
history of stepping among African American fraternities and sororities on college campuses. The use of stepping 
as a means of unity and self-expression was discussed, and students were invited to join in this process of 
celebration and self-discovery. 
 

 
 
In reading, writing, and social studies classes throughout Lore School, students learned about and discussed the 
many achievements and accomplishments of powerful, positive African Americans. Students listened to stories 
or biographies read aloud, conducted research focused on powerful Black and African American artists, 
musicians, poets, and historical figures. Each day, students were greeted by an historical or contemporary fact, 
and throughout February, many of the facts presented to students related to Black or African American history. 
For example, did you know that Black History Month is celebrated in February in Canada and the United States, 
and is celebrated in October in the United Kingdom? 
 
In Ms. Radler’s physical education classes, each period begins with the word Ubuntu, a Nguni Bantu term 
meaning “humanity” or “I am because we are.” In September, Ms. Radler begins the school year teaching 
students about the term Ubuntu and discusses how the term applies to their life at school and within their 
community. The students learn to understand and appreciate that we are all “in this together”. We are a family 
here at Lore School. 
 
In art class, 4th grade students completed asymmetrical masks in the style of contemporary artist Kimmy Canrell, 
who took a job in South Georgia in 1991 that helped him to reconnect with clay as an artistic medium; he has 
not stopped creating since. Lore’s 5th grade students learned about Dave the Potter, a slave born around 1801. 
Amazingly, Dave learned to read and write, marking his pottery with couplets. In class, they viewed a video of 
the children’s book Dave the Potter by Laban Carrick Hill, which was illustrated by African American 
author/illustrator Bryan Collier. 
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Parkway School: 
 
Parkway School conducted an Assembly on February 21st where every class gave a 1 – 2 minute student 
presentation about the notable African American they studied.  There were props, costumes, poems and songs 
as components of several of the presentations.  Between presentations there were performances of West 
African dance, the 5th grade “jazz” ensemble and the Parkway Panther Percussion Ensemble.   
 

           
 

Parkie the Panther performed with the dance group and students ended the assembly by singing “Lift Ev’ry 
Voice and Sing” led by the 4th and 5th grade students.  In music class students learned a variety of Swahili songs 
to sing at the assembly and were exposed to African American musicians in the United States.  In the media 
center the students read a variety of African American biographies. 
 
On Mondays this month the student were greeted by members of the Parkway Panther Percussion Ensemble on 
Djimbe drums and on Fridays a different 5th grade class sang  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing” as part of the morning 
announcements.  The hallways of the building are covered with the written and creative efforts of student 
reports, kindergarten through fifth, about famous African Americans. 
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Parkway School also took their Black History Month celebration on the road to the Ewing Town Council Meeting 
on February 25th, 2020, sharing their work and research with local community leaders.  
 

 
 

Parkway School Black History Month Presentation at Ewing Town Council Meeting  


